THE   MYTHIC   CHRIST.              l6l

Mithras and Zarathustra, were all 01
divine and human birth.

The relation of the winter solstice to
Jesus is also significant. The birth of
Mithras was celebrated in the winter sol-
stice with great rejoicings, and Horus was
also then born : " His birth is one of the
greatest mysteries of the [Egyptian] reli-
gion. Pictures representing it appeared on
the walls of temples. . . .He was the
child of Deity. At Christmas time, or
that answering to our festival, his image
wras brought out of the sanctuary with
peculiar ceremonies, as the image of the
infant Bambino is still brought out and
exhibited at Rome.5'1

On the fixing of the 25th December as
the birthday of Jesus, Williamson has
the following : *' All Christians know that
the 25th December is now the recognised
festival of the birth of Jesus, but few are
aware that this has not always been so.
There have been, it is said, one hundred
and thirty-six different dates fixed on by
different Christian sects. Lightfoot gives

zBonwick. Egyptian Belief^ p. 157. Quoted in
Williamson's Great Law, p. 26.